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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

INTRODUCTORY RITES
Congregation stands
Entrance Hymn or
Entrance Antiphon
All:

Congregation Sits
Cf. Mt 3:16-17

After the Lord was baptized, the heavens were opened,
and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove,
and the voice of the Father thundered:
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.

GREETING
Priest:
All:
Priest:
All:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
Priest:

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred
mysteries.

Priest:

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to one another and
to the Father:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Priest:

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Priest:

Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your Father:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Priest:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen

All:

THE GLORIA
All:

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

THE COLLECT
Priest:

Let us pray.

Pause for silent prayer
Priest:

All:

Almighty ever-living God,
who, when Christ had been baptized in the River Jordan
and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him,
solemnly declared him your beloved Son,
grant that your children by adoption,
reborn of water and the Holy Spirit,
may always be well pleasing to you.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

55:1-11

Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty;
though you have no money, come!
Buy corn without money, and eat,
and, at no cost, wine and milk.
Why spend money on what is not bread,
your wages on what fails to satisfy?
Listen, listen to me, and you will have good things to eat
and rich food to enjoy.
Pay attention, come to me;
listen, and your soul will live.
With you I will make an everlasting covenant
out of the favours promised to David.
See, I have made of you a witness to the peoples,
a leader and a master of the nations.
See, you will summon a nation you never knew,
those unknown will come hurrying to you,
for the sake of the Lord your God,
of the Holy One of Israel who will glorify you.
Seek the Lord while he is still to be found,
call to him while he is still near.
Let the wicked man abandon his way,
the evil man his thoughts.
Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him,
to our God who is rich in forgiving;
for my thoughts are not your thoughts,
my ways not your ways ‒ it is the Lord who speaks.
Yes, the heavens are as high above earth
as my ways are above your ways,
my thoughts above your thoughts.
Yes, as the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do
not return without watering the earth, making it yield and giving
growth to provide seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so
the word that goes from my mouth does not return to me empty,
without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to
do.
All:

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Is 12:2-6. R v.6

(R)

With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation.

1.

Truly, God is my salvation,
I trust, I shall not fear.
For the Lord is my strength, my song,
he became my saviour.
With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation. (R)

2.

Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name!
Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples!
Declare the greatness of his name. (R)

3.

Sing a psalm to the Lord
for he has done glorious deeds,
make them known to all the earth!
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. (R)

SECOND READING
A reading from the ﬁrst letter of St John
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ
has been begotten by God;
and whoever loves the Father that begot him
loves the child whom he begets.
We can be sure that we love Godʼs children
if we love God himself and do what he commanded us;

5:1-9
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For our sake he was cruciﬁed under Pontius
Pilate, he suﬀered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

that is what loving God is ‒
keeping his commandments;
and his commandments are not diﬃcult,
because anyone who has been begotten by God
has already overcome the world;
this is the victory over the world ‒
our faith.
Who can overcome the world?
Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of God:
Jesus Christ who came by water and blood,
not with water only,
but with water and blood;
with the Spirit as another witness ‒
since the Spirit is the truth ‒
so that there are three witnesses,
the Spirit, the water and the blood,
and all three of them agree.
We accept the testimony of human witnesses,
but Godʼs testimony is much greater,
and this is Godʼs testimony,
given as evidence for his Son.
All:

He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
gloriﬁed, who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Congregation sits

Congregation stands
ACCLAMATION
All:

cf. Jn 1:29

Alleluia, alleluia!
John saw Jesus coming towards him, and said:
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world. Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Priest:
All:
Priest:
All:

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy
Gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

1:7-11

In the course of his preaching John the Baptist said, ʻSomeone is
following me, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am
not ﬁt to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have
baptised you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy
Spirit.ʼ
It was at this time that Jesus came from Nazareth in
Galilee and was baptised in the Jordan by John. No sooner had he
come up out of the water than he saw the heavens torn apart and
the Spirit, like a dove, descending on him. And a voice came from
heaven, ʻYou are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.ʼ
All:

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Oﬀertory Procession
The gifts of bread and wine which will become the Lord’s body
and blood are brought to the altar.
The celebrant raises the host on the paten saying:
Priest:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the bread we oﬀer you:
fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
it will become for us the bread of life.

All:

Blessed be God for ever.
The celebrant pours wine and a little water into the
chalice, saying quietly:

Priest:

The celebrant then raises the chalice above the
altar and says:
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the wine we oﬀer you:
fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
it will become our spiritual drink.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Congregation sits

HOMILY
Congregation stands

All:

Priest:

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

With humble spirit and contrite heart
may we be accepted by you, O Lord,
and may our sacriﬁce in your sight this day
be pleasing to you, Lord God.
Then the celebrant washes his hands, saying quietly:
Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

All:

(bow your head up to the words ‘and became man’)

Priest:

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man.

Blessed be God for ever.
Bowing, the celebrant says quietly:

THE CREED
All:

By the mystery of this water and wine
may we come to share in the divinity of Christ
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.

Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacriﬁce and
yours may be acceptable to God, almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the sacriﬁce at your
hands for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good and the good of all his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, the oﬀerings we have brought to honour
the revealing of your beloved Son,
so that the oblation of your faithful
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All:

may be transformed into the sacriﬁce of him
who willed in his compassion
to wash away the sins of the world.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR
MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.

Congregation stands

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER III
Priest:
All:

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Priest:
All:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest:
All:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.

DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
Priest:

The mystery of faith.

All:

Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

Priest:

Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate
the memorial of the saving Passion of your Son,
his wondrous Resurrection and Ascension into
heaven, and as we look forward to his second
coming, we oﬀer you in thanksgiving this holy and
living sacriﬁce.

PREFACE (Baptism of the Lord)
Priest:

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,

Look, we pray, upon the oblation of your Church and,
recognising the sacriﬁcial Victim by whose death you
willed to reconcile us to yourself, grant that we,
who are nourished by the Body and Blood of your
Son and ﬁlled with his Holy Spirit, may become one
body, one spirit in Christ.

For in the waters of the Jordan
you revealed with signs and wonders a new Baptism,
so that through the voice that came down from heaven
we might come to believe in your Word dwelling among
us, and by the Spiritʼs descending in the likeness of a
dove we might know that Christ your Servant
has been anointed with the oil of gladness
and sent to bring the good news to the poor.

May he make of us an eternal oﬀering to you,
so that we may obtain an inheritance with your elect,
especially with the most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother
of God, with blessed Joseph, her spouse,
with your blessed Apostles and glorious
Martyrs with Saint Patrick and with all the Saints,
on whose constant intercession in your presence we
rely for unfailing help.

And so, with the Powers of heaven,
we worship you constantly on earth,
and before your majesty
without end we acclaim:
ACCLAMATION
All:

May this Sacriﬁce of our reconciliation, we pray, O
Lord, advance the peace and salvation of all the
world. Be pleased to conﬁrm in faith and charity your
pilgrim Church on earth, with your servant Francis
our Pope and N. our Bishop, the Order of Bishops, all
the clergy, and the entire people you have gained for
your own.

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Congregation kneels
Priest:

Listen graciously to the prayers of this family,
whom you have summoned before you:
in your compassion, O merciful Father,
gather to yourself all your children
scattered throughout the world.
To our departed brothers and sisters
and to all who were pleasing to you
at their passing from this life,
give kind admittance to your kingdom.
There we hope to enjoy for ever the fullness of your
glory through Christ our Lord, through whom you
bestow on the world all that is good.

You are indeed Holy, O Lord,
and all you have created
rightly gives you praise,
for through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
by the power and working of the Holy Spirit,
you give life to all things and make them holy,
and you never cease to gather a people to yourself,
so that from the rising of the sun to its setting
a pure sacriﬁce may be oﬀered to your name.
Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you:
by the same Spirit graciously make holy
these gifts we have brought to you for consecration,
that they may become the Body and + Blood
of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
at whose command we celebrate these mysteries.
For on the night he was betrayed
he himself took bread,
and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
In a similar way, when supper was ended,
he took the chalice
and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

Priest:

All:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honour is yours,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Congregation stands

THE COMMUNION RITE
Priest:

At the Saviourʼs command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:

All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
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as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Congregation kneels

Priest:

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days,
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin
and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

All:

For the kingdom, the power and the glory
are yours now and for ever.

Priest:

All:

Lord Jesus Christ,
who said to your Apostles:
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
look not on our sins,
but on the faith of your Church,
and graciously grant her peace and unity
in accordance with your will.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
Amen.

Priest:
All:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And with your spirit.

Priest:

May this mingling of the Body and Blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ bring eternal life to us who receive it.

All:

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

Priest:

All:

THE CONCLUDING RITES
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Priest:

May God, the source and origin of all blessing,
grant you grace,
pour out his blessing in abundance,
and keep you safe from harm throughout the year.
Amen

All:
Priest:
All:
Priest:
All:
Priest:

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.

All:

Congregation kneels
The celebrant says quietly:
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God,
who, by the will of the Father
and the work of the Holy Spirit,
through your Death gave life to the world,
free me by this, your most holy Body and Blood,
from all my sins and from every evil;
keep me always faithful to your commandments,
and never let me be parted from you.

Priest:

Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All:

Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

Priest:

May the Body of Christ
keep me safe for eternal life.

Priest:

May the Blood of Christ
keep me safe for eternal life.
Jn 1:32, 34

Behold the One of whom John said:
I have seen and testiﬁed that this is the Son of God.

Purifying the chalice the celebrant says quietly:
What has passed our lips as food, O Lord,
may we possess in purity of heart,
that what has been given to us in time
may be our healing for eternity.

May he give you integrity in the faith,
endurance in hope, and perseverance in charity
with holy patience to the end.
Amen
May he order your days and your deeds in his peace,
grant your prayers in this and in every place,
and lead you happily to eternal life.
Amen
And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
Amen
Then the celebrant, with hands joined and facing the
people, says:

Priest:
All:

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

All:

Priest:
All:

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Let us pray.
Nourished with these sacred gifts,
we humbly entreat your mercy, O Lord,
that, faithfully listening to your Only Begotten Son,
we may be your children in name and in truth.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen

Go forth, the Mass is ended.
Thanks be to God.

Imprimatur ‒ nihil obstat: + Most Rev Noel Treanor, Bishop of Down
and Connor. Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman
Missal © 2010, International Committee on English in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved. Jerusalem Bible version of the
scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and Doubleday &
Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms are copyright The Grail and/or Geoﬀrey
Chapman Ltd. Created and published by Tara Lees, 1 Lille Park,
Belfast, BT10 0LR. T: 02890302817. E: tarabooklet@gmail.com.
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“...for a limited period (from midnight on Thursday 7 January until Saturday 6 February 2021, subject to review in
late January), the celebration of the Eucharist and other liturgies should take place without the physical presence
of the faithful - with the exception of marriage, funeral, baptismal liturgies and drive-in services (subject to
regulations). Arrangements for recording and/or livestreaming, and making individual visits for private prayer are
also permissible in accordance with regulations.”
+ Bishop Noel Treanor,
UPDATED MASS SCHEDULE IN ST. PATRICKʼS CHURCH
10.00am Mass Monday to Saturday (inclusive) VIA WEBCAM ONLY.
11.00am Mass Sunday VIA WEBCAM ONLY.

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD.
The Baptism of our Lord commemorates Christʼs Baptism by
St John the Baptism in the River Jordan.
“Now when all the people had been baptised and while Jesus after his own Baptism was at
prayer, heaven opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily shape, like a dove.
And a voice came from heaven, ʻYou are my Son, the Beloved: my favour rests on you.”

We remember our dead: RECENTLY DECEASED: Matthew McConville (Australia ‒ formerly Lisburn)
Monthʼs Mind: Jean Sheridan.
ANNIVERSARIES: Annie McDonnell : Jane Brown: James McClinton: Joseph Mc Clure (Sen): Kevin Matier: Eileen Drayne:
Margaret McKeown: Anne Donnelly: Rodger Hannon: Patrick McCaughan: Hugh Eadie: James McClinton: Lily Crean:
Robert (Robbie) Graham. May they rest in peace.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS MISSIONARY APPEAL
Thank you for your generous response to our Christmas Missionary appeal. Donations are still very welcome ‒ appeal will
close Sunday 27 January 2020. Below please see extract from Medical Missionaries of Mary (Tanzania) whose projects have
beneﬁtted from your previous generosity:
ʻDEAR FATHER EAMONN AND PARISHIONERS OF ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH,
Warm Christmas greetings from Nangwa, Tanzania in East Africa.
Sr. Celine Jones, Medical Missionaries of Mary has sent your generous donation to us (2019).
We used it as follows:
1. Poor school children's uniforms
2. Food supplement for TB patients
3. Home visit for TB patients
4. Assisted orphaned children
The less privileged children that we are supporting were delighted to get
the uniforms and we have attached a photo.
Our region has the second highest number of TB patients in Tanzania and
one of our activities was to follow up those with TB in their homes.
We provided food supplements and also were able to do sputum testing for all the members of the family.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated and may God bless you all.
With our sincere gratitude,
Sr. Sekunda Kimario
Medical Missionaries of Mary
Nangwa, Tanzaniaʼ
Preparing for Marriage? Catholic Engaged Encounter:
A 'Zoom' online Marriage Preparation course is planned for 27-28 March 2021. This 2-day course is a positive way
of preparing for Marriage where you will discover how you can enrich your future relationship. 2-day course is a positive
way of preparing for Marriage where you will discover how you can enrich your future relationship.
Information/Booking: marriageencounter.ie or 028276 38512
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ST ALOYSIUS PRIMARY SCHOOL & NURSERY UNIT:
Are you applying for a Nursery/ Primary 1 place in September 2021?
We are delighted to welcome you to our school family. Please phone or email Mrs Milne as soon as possible, with
this expression of interest and you will be sent a welcome pack. First time parents are warmly encouraged to
make an appointment to visit our parish school. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, visits will be restricted to a
family of no more than three. All protocols around social distancing will be implemented.
Principal: Mrs Catherine Milne, 7 Ballinderry Road, Lisburn, BT28 1TB. (028) 9266 2293. cmilne224@c2kni.net

IN THE CONFUSION OF MY LIFE
Lord, like the sun peering through a confusion of trees,
bringing light and sense, shine your love into the confusion of my life to give it meaning.
When my vision is blurred, and nothing seems to focus,
and my spirit dims low, Lord, still shine through, with the gentle glow of your presence.
When I face trials and diﬃculties, Lord, encourage me never to cease seeking your light.
Lord, shine through the confusion of my life. Amen.

ST. JOSEPH'S PRIMARY SCHOOL LISBURN
P1 Enrolment September 2021:
If you have a child who is due to begin Primary One in September 2021, please contact our school oﬃce on
028 92 674901 to make an appointment to visit our school. We would love to see you - come along, meet the
principal, Mr Barry McMahon, and see what our wonderful school has to oﬀer! A copy of our school prospectus
can be viewed on our website: www.stjosephsschool.org or contact us and we will post you a copy.
Principal: Mr Barry McMahon, St Joseph's P.S, 42 Castle Street, Lisburn, BT27 4XE
Email: bmcmahon827@c2kni.net

Gospel Commentary
Why did Jesus wait till the age of thirty before beginning his public life? Perhaps the answer is glimpsed in today's reading.
It was not till that day by the bank of the Jordan river that he had that experience of the Spirit of God coming to rest on him.
The heavens opened for him, it says; the Spirit of God's gentleness came down and rested on him; within he heard a voice
that said, "You are my beloved Son, you are chosen." These are the kinds of expression that mystics use when trying to say
what they experienced. Jesus had to wait till that experience happened. He could not force that moment: he waited on the
Father's will, as he did all his life. He did not decide wilfully to go; he was sent.
How do you recognise John the Baptist in Christian art? He's the scruﬀy one -though it's a scruﬃness made genteel by
generations of artists. He came from the desert, where "he wore a garment made of camel-hair.and his food was locusts and
wild honey" (Mt 3:4). His message was equally rough: he didn't begin, "My dear brothers and sisters."; he began, "Brood of
vipers.!" (Lk 3:7).
Could he be the Messiah, the Promised One? Many thought he might be. This shows that they had no glamorised image of
the Messiah. They expected a thrashing. God would burn up most of them up like chaﬀ, John promised. This was a
signiﬁcant phrase: the Pharisees regarded the common people as chaﬀ - empty husks. John's words must have cut them to
the bone.
John's cousin too came from the desert, but his attitude was so diﬀerent. Looking at the crowd "he felt sorry for them
because they were like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 'The harvest is rich but the labourers are
few.'" (Mt 9:36). He does not see them as chaﬀ, but as harvest - ripe and full of life. It is because he believes in us that we are
able to believe in him.
Fr Donagh O'Shea, O.P.,
www.goodnews.ie
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