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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

INTRODUCTORY RITES

Congregation stands

Entrance Hymn or
Entrance Antiphon Cf.1s 30:19. 30.
All: 0 people of Sion, behold,

the Lord will come to save the nations,

and the Lord will make the glory of his voice

heard in the joy of your heart.

GREETING
Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen

Priest: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
All: And with your spirit.
PENITENTIAL ACT

Priest: Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred
mysteries.

Priest:  You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Priest:  You are seated at the right hand of the Father to
intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Priest:  May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All: Amen

THE COLLECT

Priest: Letus pray.

Pause for silent prayer

Priest:  Almighty and merciful God,
may no earthly undertaking hinder those
who set out in haste to meet your Son,
but may our learning of heavenly wisdom
gain us admittance to his company.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
All: Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Congregation Sits

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

11:1-10

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,

a scion thrusts from his roots:

on him the spirit of the Lord rests,

a spirit of wisdom and insight,

a spirit of counsel and power,

a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)

He does not judge by appearances,

he gives no verdict on hearsay,

but judges the wretched with integrity,

and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless;

his sentences bring death to the wicked.

Integrity is the loincloth round his waist,

faithfulness the belt about his hips.

The wolf lives with the lamb,

the panther lies down with the kid,
calf and lion cub feed together

with a little boy to lead them.

The cow and the bear make friends,
their young lie down together.

The lion eats straw like the ox.

The infant plays over the cobra’s hole;
into the viper’s lair

the young child puts his hand.

They do not hurt, no harm,

on all my holy mountain,

for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters swell the sea.

That day, the root of Jesse

shall stand as a signal to the peoples.
It will be sought out by the nations
and its home will be glorious.

The word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 71:1-2.7-8.12-13. 17. R cf. v.7

(R) In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.

1. O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king’s son your justice,
that he may judge your people in justice
and your poor in right judgement. (R)

2. In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. (R)

3. For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the needy who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak
and save the lives of the poor. (R)

4. May his name be blessed for ever
and endure like the sun.
Every tribe shall be blessed in him,
all nations bless his name. (R)

SECOND READING

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans ~ 15:4-9

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was
meant to teach us something about hope from the
examples scripture gives of how people who did not give
up were helped by God. And may he who helps us when
we refuse to give up, help you all to be tolerant with each
other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so that united
in mind and voice you may give glory to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat
each other in the same friendly way as Christ treated you.
The reason Christ became the servant of circumcised Jews
was not only so that God could faithfully carry out the
promises made to the patriarchs, it was also to get the
pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as scripture says
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in one place: For this | shall praise you among the pagans
and sing your name.

The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Congregation stands

ACCLAMATION Lk 3:4.6
All: Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight,
and all mankind shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Priest:  The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.

Priest: A reading from the holy
Gospel according to Matthew 3:1-12
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in
the wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.” This was the
man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said:

A voice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a
leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and
wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole
Jordan district made their way to him, and as they were
baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their
sins. But when he saw a number of Pharisees and
Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of
vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is
coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate
fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have
Abraham for our father,” because, | tell you, God can raise
children for Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe
is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails
to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the
fire. | baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who
follows me is more powerful than | am, and | am not fit to
carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his
threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but the
chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Congregation sits

HOMILY

Congregation stand

THE CREED

All: | believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

(bow your head up to the words ‘and became man’)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate, he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. | confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins and | look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Congregation sits

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Offertory Procession

The gifts of bread and wine which will become the Lord’s body
and blood are brought to the altar.

The celebrant raises the host on the paten saying:

Priest:

Priest:

Priest:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,

for through your goodness we have received
the bread we offer you:

fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
it will become for us the bread of life.

Blessed be God for ever.

The celebrant pours wine and a little water into the
chalice, saying quietly:

By the mystery of this water and wine
may we come to share in the divinity of Christ
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.

The celebrant then raises the chalice above the
altar and says:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,

for through your goodness we have received
the wine we offer you:

fruit of the vine and work of human hands,

it will become our spiritual drink.

Blessed be God for ever.
Bowing, the celebrant says quietly:

With humble spirit and contrite heart

may we be accepted by you, O Lord,

and may our sacrifice in your sight this day
be pleasing to you, Lord God.
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Then the celebrant washes his hands, saying quietly:

Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.

Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and
yours may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name, for our
good and the good of all his holy Church.

Priest: Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble prayers and
offerings, and, since we have no merits to plead
our cause, come, we pray, to our rescue

with the protection of your mercy.

Through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen

Congregation stands

Priest: The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.

Priest:  Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: Itis right and just.

PREFACE (Advent )

Priest:  Itis truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,

through Christ our Lord.

For he assumed at his first coming

the lowliness of human flesh,

and so fulfilled the design you formed long ago,
and opened for us the way to eternal salvation,
that, when he comes again in glory and majesty
and all is at last made manifest,

we who watch for that day

may inherit the great promise

in which now we dare to hope.

And so, with Angels and Archangels,

with Thrones and Dominions,

and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,

as without end we acclaim:

ACCLAMATION

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Congregation kneels

Priest:  You are indeed Holy, O Lord,

the fount of all holiness.

Make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray,

by sending down your Spirit upon them like the
dewfall, so that they may become for us

the Body and + Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Priest:

All:

Priest:

Priest:

All:

At the time he was betrayed

and entered willingly into his Passion,

he took bread and, giving thanks, broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FORTHIS IS MY BODY
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

In a similar way, when supper was ended,
he took the chalice

and, once more giving thanks,

he gave it to his disciples, saying:

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM [T,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,

THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL
COVENANT, WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR
YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS
OF SINS.

DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
The mystery of faith.

Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

Therefore, as we celebrate

the memorial of his Death and Resurrection,
we offer you, Lord,

the Bread of life and the Chalice of salvation,
giving thanks that you have held us worthy
to be in your presence and minister to you.

Humbly we pray
that, partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ,
we may be gathered into one by the Holy Spirit.

Remember, Lord, your Church,

spread throughout the world,

and bring her to the fullness of charity,
together with Leo our Pope and N our Bishop
and all the clergy.

Remember also our brothers and sisters

who have fallen asleep in the hope of the
resurrection, and all who have died in your mercy:
welcome them into the light of your face.

Have mercy on us all, we pray,

that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
with blessed Joseph, her spouse,

with the blessed Apostles,

and all the Saints who have pleased you
throughout the ages,

we may merit to be coheirs to eternal life,

and may praise and glorify you

through your Son, Jesus Christ.

Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honour is yours,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Congregation stands
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THE COMMUNION RITE

Priest: At the Saviour's command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

Priest:  Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days,
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin
and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

All: For the kingdom, the power and the glory
are yours now and for ever.

Priest:  Lord Jesus Christ,
who said to your Apostles:
Peace | leave you, my peace | give you,
look not on our sins,
but on the faith of your Church,
and graciously grant her peace and unity
in accordance with your will.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
All: Amen.

Priest:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And with your spirit.

Priest: ~ May this mingling of the Body and Blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ bring eternal life to us who receive it.

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, grant us peace.

Congregation kneels

The celebrant says quietly:

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God,

who, by the will of the Father

and the work of the Holy Spirit,

through your Death gave life to the world,

free me by this, your most holy Body and Blood,
from all my sins and from every evil;

keep me always faithful to your commandments,
and never let me be parted from you.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

Priest:  May the Body of Christ
keep me safe for eternal life.

Priest:  May the Blood of Christ
keep me safe for eternal life.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Bar 5:5; 4:36

All: Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
and behold the joy which comes to you from God.

Purifying the chalice the celebrant says quietly:
What has passed our lips as food, O Lord,
may we possess in purity of heart,

that what has been given to us in time

may be our healing for eternity.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Congregation kneels

Priest:  Let us pray.
Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment,
we humbly beseech you, O Lord,
that, through our partaking in this mystery,
you may teach us to judge wisely the things of earth
and hold firm to the things of heaven.

Through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen
THE CONCLUDING RITES
Priest:  The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.

Priest: ~May the almighty and merciful God,
by whose grace you have placed your faith
in the First Coming of his Only Begotten Son
and yearn for his coming again
sanctify you by the radiance of Christ's Advent
and enrich you with his blessing.

All: Amen

Priest:  Asyou run the race of this present life,
may he make you firm in faith,
joyful in hope and active in charity.
All: Amen

Priest:  So that you, rejoicing now with devotion
at our Redeemer’s coming in the flesh,
you may be endowed with the rich reward of eternal
life when he comes again in majesty.

All: Amen

Priest:  And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
All: Amen

Then the celebrant, with hands joined and facing the people, says:

Priest:  Goin peace.
All: Thanks be to God.

Imprimatur — nihil obstat: + Most Rev Noel Treanor, Bishop of Down and Connor.
Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. Jerusalem
Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms are copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey
Chapman Ltd. Created and published by Tara Lees, 1 Lille Park, Belfast, BT10 OLR.
T:02890302817. E: tarabooklet@gmail.com.



BLARIS PARISH: Sunday 7th December 2025

THE ADVENT WREATH
Today we light the 2nd Purple Candle -
The Bethlehem Candle or the Candle of Preparation.
Help us be ready to welcome you, O God!

God of love, during this Advent Season,
when life is busy and excitement is in the air,
we take time to think about the awesome gift of the birth of Jesus.
We reflect on the great love you have for us that we will be
shown through your Son, Jesus.
May the light of this candle reflect the light that resides within each of us,
the love that we can bring to this world,
and the healing we can offer to those who are suffering.

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
MONDAY 8TH DECEMBER
Mass at 11.00am
N.B. No 10.00am Mass on Monday

MEETING OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Wednesday 10th December at 7.00pm in Pastoral Centre.

ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICE — SUNDAY 14TH DECEMBER 2025 AT 3.00PM
Confession without fear — a celebration of Christ’s forgiveness.
It's not the sin that matters...it's the joy of being welcomed back home.
Everyone young and old, those regularly at Church and those not, is cordially invited.
We look forward to seeing you there.

COUNTRYCHURCHES MASS TIMES
St. Joseph’s Magheragall: 10.00am Sunday 14th December
St. Colman'’s, Reilly’s Trench: 10.00am Sunday 21st December
BI. Virgin & St Brigid’s, Magheramesk: 10.00am Sunday 28 December

CHRISTMAS MISSIONARY APPEAL
Again, this year we are supporting our Christmas Missionary Projects. Donations received will be forwarded to Medical
Missionaries of Mary working throughout Africa and Dominican Sisters, Zambia in support of their work with orphans,
vulnerable and disadvantaged children. Envelopes are available in church porch. Thank you.

SYRO-MALABAR CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

Mass in Syro Malabar Rite in St. Patrick’s Church at 3pm this afternoon.

LAY LEAD FUNERAL MINISTRY TRAINING
Diocesan enrolment for the next Lay Funeral Ministry Training is now open. If you would like to be trained for this
Ministry, please leave name in Parish Office. Closing date for applications is Wednesday 17th December at 12 noon.

DOWN & CONNOR LOURDES PILGRIMAGE 2026 9 - 14 JULY 2026: We are seeking doctors, registered nurses and
volunteers to care for pilgrims who need medical, nursing, personal care or assistance to make their pilgrimage to
Lourdes possible. New members are welcome for our medical, nursing brancardier (adult male helpers) and
handmaiden (adult female helpers) teams. For more information please email your contact details to
lourdes@downandconnor.org

ADVENT RETREAT: Recharge Young Adult Group for those aged 18-35. Join us this Advent to prepare well for
Christmas but also for the future. Saturday 13 December10am-6pm, St Colmcille's Church, Belfast.
Free Event - Register via Event- brite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/quo-vadis-a-retreat-by-recharge-tickets-175833768835

PARISH OF BLARIS - FINANCIAL REPORT FOR YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

Copy of report is posted in church porch. Should you have any queries please speak in confidence
with Parish Priest or Parish Secretary.

BULLETIN NOTICES AND ANNIVERSARIES
Bulletin Notices must be handed into the Parish Office or left in Post Box by 12 noon on Monday
to be included in the weekend bulletin.
Please note all emails to Parish Office should be addressed to - lisburn@downandconnor.org
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We pray for our beloved dead:

» —L RECENTLY DECEASED: Dominic Ginesi

=] ANNIVERSARIES: Andrew Irvine: Mary Ursula Gorman: John & Mary Ann Jordan: Rose Hannon:

RS May Doran: James O'Hagan: Sean McPoland: Annie Kelly: Jimmy Drake: Pat & Mary O'Hare:

d John McAvoy: Gerald Watters: Aaron Webb: Mary Fanning: Elizabeth & Henry McKeown:
Margaret (Maggie) Mulholland: Frank Catney: Jean Sheridan: Michael Hughes: Margaret Byrne:
Foss Ja Frace Patrick & Esther McLarnon: David, Mary & Bernadette McGurnaghan: Michael Cappa:

Dermot & Sean Dixon.

HOLY TRINITY NURSERY SCHOOL
Open day - Thursday 11th December 2025, from 4pm to 6pm

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF MORNING MASS TIMES THIS WEEK
TO FACILITATE SCHOOLS

Tuesday 9th December: Mass at 9.30 am
Wednesday 10th December: Ministry of the Word & Holy Communion: 9.30 am
Friday 12th December: Mass at 9.30am

ST ALOYSIUS PS — CAROL SERVICE FRIDAY 12 DECEMBER -11.00AM
All parishioners are most welcome to join the P4-P7 Carol Service at 11.00am in St. Patrick’s Church.

AN ADVENT THOUGHT

As you well know, we are getting closer to my birthday. Every year there is a celebration in my honour and | think
that this year the celebration will be repeated. During this time there are many people shopping for gifts, there are
many radio announcements, TV commercials, and in every part of the world everyone is talking that my birthday is
getting closer and closer.

Itis really very nice to know, that at least once a year, some people think of me. As you know, the celebration of my
birthday began many years ago. At first people seemed to understand and be thankful of all that | did for them, but
in these times, no one seems to know the reason for the celebration.

Family and friends get together and have a lot of fun, but they don't know the meaning of the celebration. |
remember that last year there was a great feast in my honour. The dinner table was full of delicious foods, pastries,
fruits, assorted nuts and chocolates. The decorations were exquisite and there were many, many beautifully
wrapped gifts. But, do you want to know something? | wasn't invited. | was the guest of honour and they didn't
remember to send me an invitation. The party was for me, but when that great day came, | was left outside, they
closed the door in my face... and | wanted to be with them and share their table. In truth, that didn't surprise me
because in the last few years all close their doors to me. Since | wasn't invited, | decided to enter the party without
making any noise. | went in and stood in a corner.

They were all drinking, there were some who were drunk and telling jokes and laughing at everything. They were
having a grand time. To top it all, this big fat man all dressed in red wearing a long white beard entered the room
yelling Ho-Ho-Ho! He seemed drunk. He sat on the sofa and all the children ran to him, saying: "Santa Claus, Santa
Claus" as if the party were in his honour! At midnight all the people began to hug each other; | extended my arms
waiting for someone to hug me and do you know no-one hugged me. Suddenly they all began to share gifts. They
opened them one by one with great expectation. When all had been opened, | looked to see if, maybe, there was
one for me. What would you feel if on your birthday everybody shared gifts and you did not get one? | then
understood that | was unwanted at that party and quietly left.

Every year it gets worse. People only remember the gifts, the parties, to eat and drink, and nobody remembers me. |
would like this Christmas that you allow me to enter your life. | came to this world to give my life for you, on the
cross, to save you. Today, | only want that you believe this with all your heart.

| want to share something with you. As many didn't invite me to their party, | will have my own celebration, a
grandiose party that no one has ever imagined, a spectacular party. I'm still making the final arrangements. Today |
am sending out many invitations and there is an invitation for you. | want to know if you wish to attend and | will
make a reservation for you and write your name with golden letters in my great guest book. Only those on the guest
list will be invited to the party. Those who don't answer the invite, will be left outside. Be prepared because when all
is ready you will be part of my great party. See you soon. | love you!

Jesus
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from your estate which will help
with inheritance tax

Call Peter at

TERRA

COMCEETE IMPRINTS 0.

* Concrete Sealers

= Brick Pavers Sealers

« Tarmac Sealers

* Concrete Colour Harden

= Concrete Imprinting
Products & Malerials

far tmprinted

Frow Quotations
Concrete Supplier of aff
necessary materials.
0774387407 4]

07803178868

) S
= Funeral Directors
= Memorial Masons

0288928674292"02879286602672]
38 - 42 Hmsbmﬁauad, Lisburn

E: info@bobbymorrison.co.uk
W. www.bobbymarrison.co.uk

To advertise contact Tara on 07595 221 497 or by email at tarabooklet@gail.com



