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THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

INTRODUCTORY RITES

Congregation stands

Entrance Hymn or

Entrance Antiphon Lk 2:16
All: The shepherds went in haste, and found Mary
and Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger.
GREETING
Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen

Priest:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.
All: And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

Priest:  Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred
mysteries.

Priest:  You raise the dead to life in the Spirit:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  You bring pardon and peace to the sinner:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Priest:  You bring light to those in darkness:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

All: Amen

THE COLLECT

Priest: Letus pray.

Pause for silent prayer

Priest: O God, who were pleased to give us
the shining example of the Holy Family,
graciously grant that we may imitate them
in practising the virtues of family life and in the
bonds of charity, and so, in the joy of your house,
delight one day in eternal rewards.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

All: Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Congregation Sits

FIRST READING

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus

3:2-6.12-14

The Lord honours the father in his children,

and upholds the rights of a mother over her sons.

Whoever respects his father is atoning for his sins,

he who honours his mother is like someone amassing a
fortune. Whoever respects his father will be happy with
children of his own, he shall be heard on the day when he
prays. Long life comes to him who honours his father,

he who sets his mother at ease is showing obedience to the
Lord. My son, support your father in his old age,

do not grieve him during his life.

Even if his mind should fail, show him sympathy,
do not despise him in your health and strength;
for kindness to a father shall not be forgotten
but will serve as reparation for your sins.

The word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 127:1-5. R cf. V.1

(R) O blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways!

—_

O blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways!

By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper. (R)

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table. (R)

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
All the days of your life! (R)

SECOND READING

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians
3:12-21

You are God's chosen race, his saints; he loves you and you
should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one another;
forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord
has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all
these clothes, to keep them together and complete them,
put on love. And may the peace of Christ reign in your
hearts, because it is for this that you were called together as
parts of one body. Always be thankful.

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a
home with you. Teach each other, and advise each other,
in all wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms
and hymns and inspired songs to God; and never say or do
anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.

Wives, give way to your husbands, as you should in
the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and treat them with
gentleness. Children, be obedient to your parents always,
because that is what will please the Lord. Parents, never
drive your children to resentment or you will make them
feel frustrated.

The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Congregation stands

ACCLAMATION Col. 3:15.16

All: Alleluia, alleluia!
May the peace of Christ reign in your hearts;
let the message of Christ find a home with you.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Priest: The Lord be with you.

All: And with your spirit.

Priest: A reading from the holy
Gospel according to Matthew

All: Glory to you, O Lord.

2:13-15.19-23



THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord appeared
to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and
his mother with you, and escape into Egypt, and stay there
until | tell you, because Herod intends to search for the
child and do away with him.” So Joseph got up and, taking
the child and his mother with him, left that night for Egypt,
where he stayed until Herod was dead. This was to fulfil
what the Lord had spoken through the prophet:

| called my son out of Egypt.

After Herod's death, the angel of the Lord appeared in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child
and his mother with you and go back to the land of Israel,
for those who wanted to kill the child are dead.” So Joseph
got up and, taking the child and his mother with him, went
back to the land of Israel. But when he learnt that
Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod as ruler of
Judaea he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a
dream he left for the region of Galilee. There he settled in a
town called Nazareth. In this way the words spoken
through the prophets were to be fulfilled:

He will be called a Nazarene.

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Congregation sits

HOMILY

Congregation stand

THE CREED

All: | believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

(bow your head up to the words ‘and became man’)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate, he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. | confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins and | look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Congregation sits

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Offertory Procession

The gifts of bread and wine which will become the Lord’s body
and blood are brought to the altar.

The celebrant raises the host on the paten saying:

Priest:

Priest:

Priest:

All:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,

for through your goodness we have received
the bread we offer you:

fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
it will become for us the bread of life.

Blessed be God for ever.

The celebrant pours wine and a little water into the
chalice, saying quietly:

By the mystery of this water and wine
may we come to share in the divinity of Christ
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.

The celebrant then raises the chalice above the
altar and says:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,

for through your goodness we have received
the wine we offer you:

fruit of the vine and work of human hands,

it will become our spiritual drink.

Blessed be God for ever.
Bowing, the celebrant says quietly:

With humble spirit and contrite heart

may we be accepted by you, O Lord,

and may our sacrifice in your sight this day
be pleasing to you, Lord God.

Then the celebrant washes his hands, saying quietly:

Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.

Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and
yours may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name, for our
good and the good of all his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Priest:

All:

We offer you, Lord, the sacrifice of conciliation,
humbly asking that, through intercession of the
Virgin Mother of God and Saint Joseph, you may
establish our families firmly in your grace and your
peace. Through Christ our Lord.

Amen

Congregation stands



THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 11

Priest: The Lord be with you.

All: And with your spirit.

Priest:  Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: Itis right and just.

PREFACE (Nativity Ill)
Priest:  Itis truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.

For through him the holy exchange that restores
our life has shone forth today in splendour:
when our frailty is assumed by your Word

not only does human mortality receive unending
honour but by this wondrous union we, too,

are made eternal.

And so, in company with the choirs of Angels,
we praise you, and with joy we proclaim:

ACCLAMATION

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Priest:  You are indeed Holy, O Lord,

the fount of all holiness.

Make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray,

by sending down your Spirit upon them like the
dewfall, so that they may become for us

the Body and + Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

At the time he was betrayed

and entered willingly into his Passion,

he took bread and, giving thanks, broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FORTHIS IS MY BODY
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

In a similar way, when supper was ended,
he took the chalice

and, once more giving thanks,

he gave it to his disciples, saying:

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM [T,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,

THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL
COVENANT, WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR
YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS
OF SINS.

DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.

Priest:  The mystery of faith.

All:

Priest:

Priest:

All:

Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

Therefore, as we celebrate

the memorial of his Death and Resurrection,
we offer you, Lord,

the Bread of life and the Chalice of salvation,
giving thanks that you have held us worthy
to be in your presence and minister to you.

Humbly we pray
that, partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ,
we may be gathered into one by the Holy Spirit.

Remember, Lord, your Church,

spread throughout the world,

and bring her to the fullness of charity,
together with Leo our Pope and N our Bishop
and all the clergy.

Remember also our brothers and sisters

who have fallen asleep in the hope of the
resurrection, and all who have died in your mercy:
welcome them into the light of your face.

Have mercy on us all, we pray,

that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
with blessed Joseph, her spouse,

with the blessed Apostles,

and all the Saints who have pleased you
throughout the ages,

we may merit to be coheirs to eternal life,

and may praise and glorify you

through your Son, Jesus Christ.

Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honour is yours,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

THE COMMUNION RITE

Priest:

All:

Priest:

All:

At the Saviour's command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth asi it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days,

that, by the help of your mercy,

we may be always free from sin

and safe from all distress,

as we await the blessed hope

and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory
are yours now and for ever.



THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

Lord Jesus Christ,

who said to your Apostles:

Peace | leave you, my peace | give you,
look not on our sins,

but on the faith of your Church,

and graciously grant her peace and unity
in accordance with your will.

Who live and reign for ever and ever.

Priest:

All: Amen.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And with your spirit.

May this mingling of the Body and Blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ bring eternal life to us who receive it.

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, grant us peace.

Congregation kneels

The celebrant says quietly:

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God,

who, by the will of the Father

and the work of the Holy Spirit,

through your Death gave life to the world,

free me by this, your most holy Body and Blood,
from all my sins and from every evil;

keep me always faithful to your commandments,
and never let me be parted from you.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

Priest:

All: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

Priest: May the Body of Christ

keep me safe for eternal life.

Priest:  May the Blood of Christ
keep me safe for eternal life.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON Bar 3:38
All: Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived
among us.

Purifying the chalice the celebrant says quietly:
What has passed our lips as food, O Lord,
may we possess in purity of heart,

that what has been given to us in time

may be our healing for eternity.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Congregation kneels

Priest:  Let us pray.

All:

Bring those you refresh with this heavenly Sacrament,
most merciful Father,

to imitate constantly the example of the Holy Family,
so that, after the trials of this world,

we may share their company for ever.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen

THE CONCLUDING RITES

Priest:
All:

Priest:

All:

Priest:

All:

Priest:

All:

Priest:

All:

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

May the God of infinite goodness,

who by the Incarnation of his Son has driven
darkness from the world and by that glorious Birth
has illumined this most holy day,

drive far from you the darkness of vice

and illumine your hearts with the light of virtue.
Amen

May God, who willed that the great joy

of his Son’s saving Birth

be announced to shepherds by the Angel,
fill your minds with the gladness he gives
and make you heralds of his Gospel.
Amen

And may God, who by the Incarnation

brought together the earthly and heavenly realm,
fill you with the gift of his peace and favour

and make you sharers with the Church in heaven.
and give you peace.

Amen

And may the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
Amen

Then the celebrant, with hands joined and facing the people, says:

Priest:

All:

Go in peace.
Thanks be to God.



BLARIS PARISH: Sunday 28th December 2025

TO-DAY WE CELEBRATE THE SOLEMNITY OF THE HOLY FAMILY
OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

On this feast of the Holy Family, it is good to pray in thanks for our own parents
and family. No one’s family is perfect. All our family members, including
ourselves have made mistakes and got things wrong. We have all done and said
things that we have later regretted. Regardless of this, we owe our family
everything and for this we thank God.

JESUS, Son of God and Son of Mary, bless our family. Graciously inspire in us the unity, peace, and mutual love
that you found in your own family in the little town of Nazareth.

MARY, Mother of Jesus and our Mother, nourish our family with your faith and your love. Keep us close to your
Son, Jesus, in all our sorrows and joys.

JOSEPH, Foster-father to Jesus, guardian and spouse of Mary, keep our family safe from harm. Help us in all times of
discouragement or anxiety.

HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH, make our family one with you. Help us to be instruments of

peace. Grant that love, strengthened by grace, may prove mightier than all the weaknesses and trials through
which our families sometimes pass. May we always have God at the centre of our hearts and homes until we are
all one family, happy and at peace in our true home with you. Amen.

Fr. Dermot & Fr. Eamon thank you for your generosity to the Christmas Voluntary Collection.

TODAY ON THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH YOU ARE WARMLY INVITED TO OUR
FAMILY DAY IN ST. PATRICK'S PASTORAL CENTRE AFTER THE 10AM & 12 NOON MASSES.
Short parish meeting of families willing to participate as part of one big family. Refreshments provided.
Tribute to Seniors/Grandparents in the Parish. Karoke Sing along. Fellowship. ALL WELCOME.

THERE WILL BE NO 10.00AM MASS ON MONDAY 29TH DECEMBER & TUESDAY 30TH DECEMBER.
There will be no Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion on Wednesday 31st December.

THURSDAY 1ST JANUARY, 2025 WE CELEBRATE
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

It is an opportunity to honor Mary, the Mother of God, and our Mother too, who
said “Yes” in the name of us. Her “Yes” enabled God to take flesh in the person of
Jesus, who came as a humble baby who would grow and walk in our midst,

proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom of God. With grace and courageous
faith, Mary cooperated fully with what God asked of her; not just at the Annuncia-
tion, but each and every day of her life as she lived out God'’s plan for her. Difficult
though it can be sometimes to believe or accept, God does have a plan for each of
us. Can we follow the example of Mary? Can we put faith, hope and trust in God?
Can we ponder and treasure in our hearts all that happens to us?

r

g Fr. Dermot & Fr. Eamon wish you all a very Happy New Year.
May the faith of God

{‘;;’:‘;‘T"’“ ‘hi:fg'; At the New Year may God open your heart to love,
: ,um'md you, ¥ o Your mind to wonder, your life to Divine Presence.
und may vou be bléssed = May you experience God'’s peace for your troubles,

cach day! God's presence for your loneliness, God'’s light for your path,

M 6}?&@, @W; \ God's guidance in your journey and God's joy for your life.



BLARIS PARISH: Sunday 28th December 2025

We pray for our dead:

MONTH’S MIND: Dominick Ginesi

ANNIVERSARIES: John McDonald: Jeffrey Hoy: Willie John Agnew: Andrew Eadie: Thomas Stafford:
Anne Mayes: Hugh Jennings: Maureen McCaherty (nee Keenan), Mary Duck: Leo & Damien McClinton.

CHRISTMAS MISSIONARY PROJECTS
Thank you for your generous response to our Christmas Missionary Appeal.
Donations are still welcome. Appeal will close Sunday 25 January 2026

ST. PATRICK’S ACADEMY, LISBURN
We look forward to welcoming you to our
OPEN NIGHT ON THURSDAY 15TH JANUARY 2026.

6.30pm — 8.30pm. Principal’'s Address at 6.30pm
www.stpatsni.co.uk
Ballinderry Road, Lisburn BT28 1TD Telephone: 028 92 664877

ST DOMINIC'S GRAMMAR SCHOOL OPEN DAY SATURDAY 10 JANUARY 2026
9am — 1pm. Principal’s address 9.30am and 11.30am.
Primary 6 and 7 pupils are welcome.

Lord, such is your tender compassion, such is your love for all of us,
such is your kindness, that you wanted to come and live among us,
to shine upon us and take away our darkness.
As the sun rises over a calm sea,
and sends its reflection straight to wherever we happen to be standing,
so may your light dawn over us, and come straight to wherever we are in life,
straight to whatever shadows cover us, where darkness prevails within us.
Lord, take away my darkness so that | may rejoice in the light of your presence
this Christmas Season, Amen.
The Prayer Trust.

ST ALOYSIUS NURSERY SCHOOL OPEN AFTERNOON
Thursday 8 January 2026 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
We would love to welcome you to our fantastic Nursery School! Come along and see our bright, engaging
learning spaces, meet our friendly and dedicated staff, and discover why St. Aloysius is such a special place
for your child to learn and grow. Closing date for applications is 12 noon Wednesday 21 January 2026.
Principal: cmilne244@c2kni.net Phone: 028 9266 2293

DISCOVER THE ENNEAGRAM - A TOOL FOR GROWTH
Join us at the Belfast Jesuit Centre for a gentle, insightful introduction to the Enneagram. Nuala Prince will lead us as
we explore how the Enneagram can deepen self-understanding, strengthen relationships, and support spiritual and
emotional wellbeing.
Friday 23 Jan (7-9.30pm) & Saturday 24 Jan (10am-4pm)
193-195 Donegall Street, Belfast
Suggested donation: £40-£55
Refreshments provided; bring lunch on Saturday
Registration essential. 07955282371 | belfastjesuitcentre.co.uk | bjc@jesuit.ie

EXPLORE YOUR ENNEAGRAM SUBTYPE
Already know your Enneagram type? Take the next step with this one-day workshop at the Belfast Jesuit Centre,
exploring how instinctual drives shape your personality and relationships. Discover practical tools to support both
emotional and spiritual wellbeing
Saturday 31 Jan 9.30am-5.00pm
193-195 Donegall Street, Belfast
Suggested donation: £35-£50
Refreshments provided; bring lunch
Ideal for individuals, educators, and teams.
Registration essential. 07955282371 | belfastjesuitcentre.co.uk | bjc@jesuit.ie

PARISH OFFICE AND ST. PATRICK’S PASTORAL CENTRE WILL REOPEN
ON WEDNESDAY 7TH JANUARY, 2026.
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