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The Baptism of the Lord

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH 
Masses Monday ‒ Friday 10.00am
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Sunday:  10.00am & 12 noon

LIVE WEBSTREAMING OF ALL MASSES
 
Please note many parishes in the Diocese have 
webcams installed which provide live coverage of 
various Masses taking place daily throughout the 
Diocese. These can be accessed by visiting 
www.downandconnor.org   Links to Parish Webcams.   
Live Church webcam links: CHURCH SERVICES. TV &  
MCN MEDIA CHURCH WEBCAMS

“And when Jesus had been baptised, he at 
once came up from the water, and suddenly 
the heavens opened, and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and coming 
down on him.  And suddenly there was a 
voice from heaven, ‘This is my Son, the 
Beloved; my favour rests on him’.”

       Matthew 3:16-17
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Closed 1.00pm-2.00pm.
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Pastoral Centre: 028 9260 7110 
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Congregation stands

Entrance Hymn or
Entrance Antiphon                           Cf. Mt 3:16-17 
                                        
All:  After the Lord was baptised, 
 the heavens were opened, 
 and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove,
 and the voice of the Father thundered: This is my  
 beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.

Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and   
 of the Holy Spirit.
All:  Amen
Priest:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 and the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
 be with you all.
All:  And with your spirit.

Priest: Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, 
 and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred 
 mysteries.

Priest: Lord Jesus, you have shown us the way to 
 the Father:
 Lord, have mercy.              Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  Lord Jesus, you have given us the consolation of 
 the truth:
 Christ, have mercy.              Christ, have mercy.

Priest: Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd, leading us 
 into everlasting life:
 Lord, have mercy.              Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  May almighty God have mercy on us,
 forgive us our sins, 
 and bring us to everlasting life.
All:          Amen

All:  Glory to God in the highest,
 and on earth peace to people of good will.

 We praise you, we bless you,
 we adore you, we glorify you,
 we give you thanks for your great glory,
 Lord God, heavenly King,
 O God, almighty Father.

 Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
 Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
 you take away the sins of the world,
 have mercy on us;
 you take away the sins of the world,
 receive our prayer;
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
 have mercy on us.

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
 Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
 with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the   
 Father. Amen.

Priest:  Almighty ever-living God,

Priest:  Let us pray.
Pause for silent prayer

Priest:  Almighty ever-living God, who, 
 when Christ had been baptized in the River Jordan
 and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him,
 solemnly declared him your beloved Son,
 grant that your children by adoption,
 reborn of water and the Holy Spirit,
 may always be well pleasing to you.
 Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the   
 Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
All: Amen.

Congregation Sits

A reading from the prophet Isaiah                                42:1-4. 6-7

Thus says the Lord:

Here is my servant whom I uphold,
my chosen one in whom my soul delights.
I have endowed him with my spirit
that he may bring true justice to the nations.

He does not cry out or shout aloud,
or make his voice heard in the streets.
He does not break the crushed reed,
nor quench the wavering flame.

Faithfully he brings true justice;
he will neither waver, nor be crushed
until true justice is established on earth,
for the islands are awaiting his law.

I, the Lord, have called you to serve the cause of right;
I have taken you by the hand and formed you;
I have appointed you as covenant of the people and light of
the nations, to open the eyes of the blind,
to free captives from prison,
and those who live in darkness from the dungeon.

 The word of the Lord
All:  Thanks be to God.

(R)  The Lord will bless his people with peace.

1. O give the Lord, you sons of God,
 give the Lord glory and power;
 give the Lord the glory of his name.
 Adore the Lord in his holy court. (R)

2. The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters,
 the Lord on the immensity of waters;
 the voice of the Lord, full of power,
 the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. (R)

3. The God of glory thunders.
 In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’
 The Lord sat enthroned over the flood;
 the Lord sits as king for ever. (R)

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles                  10:34-38
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The truth I 
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have now come to realise’ he said ‘is that God does not 
have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who 
fears God and does what is right is acceptable to him.
 ‘It is true, God sent his word to the people of Israel, 
and it was to them that the good news of peace was 
brought by Jesus Christ ‒ but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men.  
You must have heard about the recent happenings in 
Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in 
Galilee, after John had been preaching baptism.  God had 
anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and 
because God was with him, Jesus went about doing good 
and curing all who had fallen into the power of the devil.’

 The word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God.

Congregation stands

ACCLAMATION                                     Cf. Mk 9:8
 
 All:  Alleluia, alleluia!
 The heavens opened and the Father’s voice   
 resounded:
 ‘This is my Son, the Beloved.  Listen to him.’
 Alleluia!

Priest: The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.
Priest: A reading from the holy 
 Gospel according to Matthew                           3:13-17
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
  
Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by 
John.  John tried to dissuade him.  ‘It is I who need baptism 
from you,’ he said ‘and yet you come to me!’  But Jesus 
replied, ‘Leave it like this for the time being; it is fitting that 
we should, in this way, do all that righteousness demands.’  
At this, John gave in to him.  

As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up from the water, 
and suddenly the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and coming down on him.  
And a voice spoke from heaven, ‘This is my Son, the 
Beloved; my favour rests on him.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.
All:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Congregation sits

Congregation stand

All:  I believe in one God,
 the Father almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all things visible and invisible.
 
 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
 the Only Begotten Son of God,
 born of the Father before all ages.
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God,
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
 Father; through him all things were made
 For us and for our salvation
 he came down from heaven,

 
 

Priest:  Let us pray.
Pause for silent prayer

Priest:  Almighty ever-living God, who, 
 when Christ had been baptized in the River Jordan
 and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him,
 solemnly declared him your beloved Son,
 grant that your children by adoption,
 reborn of water and the Holy Spirit,
 may always be well pleasing to you.
 Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the   
 Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
All: Amen.

Congregation Sits

A reading from the prophet Isaiah                                42:1-4. 6-7

Thus says the Lord:

Here is my servant whom I uphold,
my chosen one in whom my soul delights.
I have endowed him with my spirit
that he may bring true justice to the nations.

He does not cry out or shout aloud,
or make his voice heard in the streets.
He does not break the crushed reed,
nor quench the wavering flame.

Faithfully he brings true justice;
he will neither waver, nor be crushed
until true justice is established on earth,
for the islands are awaiting his law.

I, the Lord, have called you to serve the cause of right;
I have taken you by the hand and formed you;
I have appointed you as covenant of the people and light of
the nations, to open the eyes of the blind,
to free captives from prison,
and those who live in darkness from the dungeon.

 The word of the Lord
All:  Thanks be to God.

(R)  The Lord will bless his people with peace.

1. O give the Lord, you sons of God,
 give the Lord glory and power;
 give the Lord the glory of his name.
 Adore the Lord in his holy court. (R)

2. The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters,
 the Lord on the immensity of waters;
 the voice of the Lord, full of power,
 the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. (R)

3. The God of glory thunders.
 In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’
 The Lord sat enthroned over the flood;
 the Lord sits as king for ever. (R)

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles                  10:34-38
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The truth I 

 (bow your head up to the words ‘and became man’)

 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
 Mary, and became man.
 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius   
 Pilate, he suffered death and was buried,
 and rose again on the third day
 in accordance with the Scriptures.
 He ascended into heaven
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

 He will come again in glory
 to judge the living and the dead
 and his kingdom will have no end.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
 life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
 who with the Father and the Son is adored and
 glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

 I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
 Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
 of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
 the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Congregation sits 

Offertory Procession
The gifts of bread and wine which will become the Lord’s body
and blood are brought to the altar.
The celebrant raises the host on the paten saying:

Priest:  Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
 for through your goodness we have received
 the bread we offer you:
 fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
 it will become for us the bread of life.

All: Blessed be God for ever.

 The celebrant pours wine and a little water into the
 chalice, saying quietly:

Priest:  By the mystery of this water and wine
 may we come to share in the divinity of Christ
 who humbled himself to share in our humanity.
 
 The celebrant then raises the chalice above the 
 altar and says:

 Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
 for through your goodness we have received
 the wine we offer you:
 fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
 it will become our spiritual drink.

All:  Blessed be God for ever.

 Bowing, the celebrant says quietly:

Priest:  With humble spirit and contrite heart
 may we be accepted by you, O Lord,
 and may our sacrifice in your sight this day
 be pleasing to you, Lord God.

 Then the celebrant washes his hands, saying quietly:

 Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity
 and cleanse me from my sin.

 

HOMILY

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

GOSPEL

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

THE CREED



 Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and   
 yours may be acceptable to God, 
 the almighty Father.

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands   
 for the praise and glory of his name, for our   
 good and the good of all his holy Church. 

 Priest:  Accept, O Lord, the offerings
 we have brought to honour the revealing of your   
 beloved Son, so that the oblation of your faithful
 may be transformed into the sacrifice of him
 who willed in his compassion
 to wash away the sins of the world.
 Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
All:  Amen

Congregation stands

 

Priest:  The Lord be with you.
All:  And with your spirit.
 
Priest:  Lift up your hearts.
All:  We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:  It is right and just.

PREFACE (Baptism of the Lord)

Priest:  It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
 always and everywhere to give you thanks,
 Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,

 For in the waters of the Jordan you revealed with   
 signs and wonders a new Baptism, so that through  
 the voice that came down from heaven we might   
 come to believe in your Word dwelling among us,
 and by the Spirit’s descending in the likeness of a   
 dove we might know that Christ your Servant
 has been anointed with the oil of gladness
 and sent to bring the good news to the poor.

 And so, with the Powers of heaven,
 we worship you constantly on earth,
 and before your majesty
 without end we acclaim:

ACCLAMATION

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 Hosanna in the highest.
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
 Hosanna in the highest.

Congregation kneels

Priest: You are indeed Holy, O Lord,
 the fount of all holiness.

 Make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray,
 by sending down your Spirit upon them like the   
 dewfall, so that they may become for us
 the Body and + Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

 At the time he was betrayed
 and entered willingly into his Passion,

 he took bread and, giving thanks, broke it,
 and gave it to his disciples, saying:

 TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
 FOR THIS IS MY BODY
 WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

 In a similar way, when supper was ended,
 he took the chalice and, once more giving thanks,
 he gave it to his disciples, saying:

 TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
 FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD, THE   
 BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,   
 WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR   
 MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.

 DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.

Priest:    The mystery of faith.

All:        We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
 and profess your Resurrection
 until you come again.

Priest: Therefore, as we celebrate
 the memorial of his Death and Resurrection,
 we offer you, Lord,
 the Bread of life and the Chalice of salvation,
 giving thanks that you have held us worthy
 to be in your presence and minister to you.

 Humbly we pray
 that, partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ,
 we may be gathered into one by the Holy Spirit.

 Remember, Lord, your Church,
 spread throughout the world,
 and bring her to the fullness of charity,
 together with Leo our Pope and N our Bishop
 and all the clergy.

 Remember also our brothers and sisters
 who have fallen asleep in the hope of the 
 resurrection, and all who have died in your mercy:
 welcome them into the light of your face.
 Have mercy on us all, we pray,
 that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
 with blessed Joseph, her spouse,
 with the blessed Apostles,
 and all the Saints who have pleased you 
 throughout the ages, 
 we may merit to be coheirs to eternal life,
 and may praise and glorify you
 through your Son, Jesus Christ.

Priest:  Through him, and with him, and in him,
 O God, almighty Father,
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
 all glory and honour is yours,
 for ever and ever.
All:  Amen.

Congregation stands

Priest:  At the Saviour’s command
 and formed by divine teaching, 
 we dare to say:

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II

THE COMMUNION RITE

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

  

   



 

Priest: May the Blood of Christ 
 keep me safe for eternal life.

All:  Behold the One of whom John said:
 I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.

Purifying the chalice the celebrant says quietly:
What has passed our lips as food, O Lord,
may we possess in purity of heart,
that what has been given to us in time
may be our healing for eternity.

Congregation kneels

Priest:  Let us pray.
 Nourished with these sacred gifts,
 we humbly entreat your mercy, O Lord,
 that, faithfully listening to your Only Begotten Son,
 we may be your children in name and in truth.
 Through Christ our Lord.
All:  Amen

Priest:  The Lord be with you.
All:  And with your spirit.

Priest:  May God, source and origin of all blessing,
 grant you grace,
 pour out his blessing in abundance,
 and keep you safe from harm throughout the year.
All:  Amen

Priest:  May he give you integrity in the faith,
 endurance in hope,
 and perseverance in charity
 with holy patience to the end.
All:  Amen

Priest:  May he order your days and your deeds in his peace,
 grant your prayers in this and in every place,
 and lead you happily to eternal life.
All:  Amen

Priest:  And may the blessing of almighty God,
 the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,
 come down on you and remain with you for ever.
All:  Amen

Then the celebrant, with hands joined and facing the people, says:

Priest:  Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord
All:  Thanks be to God.

Imprimatur ‒ nihil obstat: + Most Rev. Alan McGuckian, SJ, Bishop of Down and 
Connor. Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010,  
International Committee on English in the Liturgy Corporation.  All rights reserved.  
Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and 
Doubleday & Co. Inc.  Responsorial Psalms are copyright  The Grail and/or Geoffrey 
Chapman Ltd.  Created and published by Tara Lees, 1 Lille Park, Belfast,  BT10 0LR. 
T: 02890302817.  E: tarabooklet@gmail.com.

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name;
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread,
 and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;
 and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.

Priest:  Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
 graciously grant peace in our days,
 that, by the help of your mercy,
 we may be always free from sin
 and safe from all distress,
 as we await the blessed hope
 and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

All:  For the kingdom, the power and the glory
 are yours now and for ever.

Priest:  Lord Jesus Christ, 
 who said to your Apostles:
 Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
 look not on our sins,
 but on the faith of your Church,
 and graciously grant her peace and unity
 in accordance with your will.
 Who live and reign for ever and ever.
All:  Amen.

Priest:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And with your spirit.

Priest:  May this mingling of the Body and Blood of our Lord  
 Jesus Christ bring eternal life to us who receive it.

All:  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the   
 world, have mercy on us.

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the   
 world, have mercy on us.

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the   
 world, grant us peace.

Congregation kneels 
The celebrant says quietly:
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God,
who, by the will of the Father
and the work of the Holy Spirit,
through your Death gave life to the world,
free me by this, your most holy Body and Blood,
from all my sins and from every evil;
keep me always faithful to your commandments,
and never let me be parted from you.

Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God, 
 behold him who takes away the sins of the world.   
 Blessed are those called to the supper of  the Lamb.

All:  Lord, I am not worthy
 that you should enter under my roof,
 but only say the word
 and my soul shall be healed.

Priest: May the Body of Christ 
 keep me safe for eternal life.

 

 

THE TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

COMMUNION ANTIPHON                   Jn 1:32. 34 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

THE CONCLUDING RITES



BULLETIN NOTICES AND ANNIVERSARIES
Bulletin Notices must be handed into the Parish Office or left in Post Box  by 12 noon on Monday 

to be included in the weekend bulletin.
Please note all emails to Parish Office should be addressed to ‒  lisburn@downandconnor.org

ST. PATRICK’S ACADEMY, LISBURN
We look forward to welcoming you to our 

OPEN NIGHT ON THURSDAY 15TH JANUARY 2026
6.30pm ‒ 8.30pm.  Principal’s Address at 6.30pm  

www.stpatsni.co.uk  Ballinderry Road, Lisburn BT28 1TD    Telephone: 028 92 664877

OUR LADY AND ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE, KNOCK
Saturday 17th January from 9.00 am ‒ 12.30 pm

(Principal’s Address 9.00 am and 11.00 am)

RATHMORE GRAMMAR SCHOOL
Saturday 17th January from 9.30am ‒ 1.00pm
(Principal’s Address at 9.30am & 11.15am)

BLARIS PARISH: Sunday 11th January 2026

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
Jesus is anointed with the Spirit and his power.  He is proclaimed 

Messiah.  He now goes about working the signs that make him known 
as the Servant of God.

He is the one who brings good news to the poor and tells of salvation.  
Through our Baptism each one is ordered to the life of Christ ‒ Priest, 

Prophet and King ‒ and the Father looks on us with favour.

As soon as Jesus was baptised, he came up from the water, 
and suddenly the Heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and coming down on Him.  And a voice spoke 
from heaven, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on Him.’   

Mt3:13-17.

CHRISTMAS MISSIONARY PROJECTS                                                                                                             
Thank you for your generous response to our Christmas Missionary Appeal.
Donations are still welcome.  Appeal will close on Sunday 25th January 2026.

Envelopes available in church porch.
Extract of letter received from St. Ruth, Chibote Rehabilitation Leprosy Centre, Zambia.

‘I just want to express my gratitude towards your parishioners who are helping the vulnerable people of our society.  
Thank you very much for putting a smile on the face of people. Your generosity is highly appreciated.  

May God continue blessing you abundantly. You have really helped these people. They are very happy and grateful for 
what you do for them.  We continue praying for you.  May your generosity continue flourishing in each one of you.  

God bless you.’  Sr. Ruth Zulu.

SCRIPTURE GROUP will resume on 13th January at 7.30pm in St. Patrick’s Pastoral Centre.
All welcome.

THIS WEEKS CALENDAR
St Hilary - Bishop and doctor of the Church

St. Ita - Virgin
St Anthony - Abbot

SVP ANNUAL APPEAL - THANK YOU
A huge thank you to our parishioners for your response to the SVP Annual Appeal in Lisburn. In December we received 

£9,500 in donations and gave out £12,500 in various forms of Christmas and other help.
Thank you all so much for your generosity. This helps us greatly in our work in supporting those who are most in need 
in our local community. Thank you also to everyone who has helped us by donating to SVP throughout the year. We 

wish you all a Happy New Year.

LITURGICAL ‘SIGN OF PEACE.’  The Sign of Peace remains an integral part of the celebration of the Eucharist and has 
been reintroduced as a normal practice across the Diocese. The customary expression of the Sign of Peace in Ireland is 
a handshake. However, other non-contact forms of the sign of peace such as a nod, a bow or a smile are also legitimate 

expressions of the Sign of Peace. No offence should be taken if someone prefers to express a non-contact Sign of 
Peace. The Diocese encourages all to continue to exercise good hygienic practices.  if you exhibit flu-like symptoms, 

you are encouraged to remain at home.



We remember our dead:
RECENTLY DECEASED:  Marie Kearney (nee McKillion):  Charles McDonagh
MONTH’S MIND: Patrick Sharkey
FIRST ANNIVERSARY: Anne Jamison: Gerard Wilson.
ANNIVERSARIES: Jimmy McPolin: John McAfee: Thomas (Snr) McGauran: Clara McCool: James Close: 
Lily Murray: Rose Roy: Jimmy McDonald: Margaret Smith: Jane (Heatley) Brown: Eileen Drayne: Kevin Matier: 
Alice Cappa: James McClinton Maureen Watters: May Nelson: Eddie Hale: Maureen McCaugherty.

LISBURN CITY LIBRARY PRESENTS BURNS NIGHT CELEBRATION
Tuesday 20 January 2026 ‒ 6.15pm-7.45pm. Booking essential.  

Telephone: 028 92 66 9345.  Email: lisburncity.library@librariesni.org.uk

STARTING ANEW
Snowdrops sheltering under a hedge away from Winter winds.
As they mark the end of the Christmas season, as they spring so gently from the earth
-so tender, to be so bold!- they are yet signs of fresh life, fresh hope, new beginnings. 
Lord, how hesitant I am, however reluctant I am to begin again, however lacking in 
courage, however weak in resolve, help me to start anew, to face life’s challenges, 
To blossom in friendship with you. Amen.      The Prayer Trust.

POPE LEO’S MONTHLY INTENTION ‒ JANUARY 2026
FOR PRAYER WITH THE WORD OF GOD

Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our communities,
helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church.

We begin the year not with resolutions, but with a name.
After the quiet faithfulness of the Holy Family, the Church invites us to pause again ̶ to mark time not by ambition 
or haste, but by blessing. The child who was born in silence is given a human name, spoken by Mary and Joseph 
with tenderness and trust. God enters our calendar not as an idea, but as someone to be called upon.
In the Cistercian life, the turning of the year is gentle. The bells ring as they always do. Prayer continues, work 
resumes, the same brothers sit in the same places. And yet, time is offered back to God anew. We are reminded that 
holiness is not found in dramatic beginnings, but in faithful continuation.
This day asks little of us: only that we place the year ahead into God’s hands, as Mary once did ̶ without full 
knowledge, without control, but with steady trust. The future remains uncertain, the world still fragile. Yet God has 
already chosen to dwell within it, patiently, from the inside.
As this new year opens, may we walk into it as we have been taught throughout Christmas: slowly, attentively, and 
unafraid. Trusting that God is already present in the days ahead, waiting not for our perfection, but for our consent 
to begin again with him. Our Lady of Silence Abbey.

BLARIS PARISH: Sunday 11th January 2026

DISCOVER THE ENNEAGRAM ‒ A TOOL FOR GROWTH
Join us at the Belfast Jesuit Centre for a gentle, insightful introduction to the 
Enneagram. Nuala Prince will lead us as we explore how the Enneagram can 
deepen self-understanding, strengthen relationships, and support spiritual and 
emotional wellbeing. 
Friday 23 Jan (7‒9.30pm) & Saturday 24 Jan (10am‒4pm).  193‒195 Donegall 
Street, Belfast.  Suggested donation: £40‒£55.  Refreshments provided; bring 
lunch on Saturday.  Registration essential.07955282371 | belfastjesuitcentre.co.uk 
bjc@jesuit.ie

EXPLORE YOUR ENNEAGRAM SUBTYPE
Already know your Enneagram type? Take the next step with this one-day workshop at the Belfast Jesuit Centre, 
exploring how instinctual drives shape your personality and relationships. Discover practical tools to support both 
emotional and spiritual wellbeing
Saturday 31 Jan 9.30am‒5.00pm. 193‒195 Donegall Street, Belfast.
Suggested donation: £35‒£50.  Refreshments provided; bring lunch
Ideal for individuals, educators, and teams. Registration essential.
07955282371 belfastjesuitcentre.co.uk bjc@jesuit.ie

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
Bishop Alan McGuckian, SJ will administer the Sacrament of Confirmation to our Primary 7 pupils

on Thursday 26th February 2026 in St. Patrick’s Church.
Session 1 ‒ St. Joseph’s Primary school and non-Parish Schools 11.30am

Session 2 ‒ St Aloysius Primary School 3.00pm



To advertise contact Tara on 07595 221 497 or by email at tarabooklet@gmail.com 


