N Sunday 6th September 2026

: The Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH
Masses Monday - Friday 10.00am

Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
. Sunday: 10.00am & 12 noon
E LIVE WEBSTREAMING OF ALL MASSES

Please note many parishes in the Diocese have
webcams installed which provide live coverage of Matthew 18:20
various Masses taking place daily throughout the

Diocese. These can be accessed by visiting

www.downandconnor.org Links to Parish Webcams.

Live Church webcam links: CHURCH SERVICES. TV &

MCN MEDIA CHURCH WEBCAMS




THE TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

THE COLLECT

INTRODUCTORY RITES

Congregation stands

Entrance Hymn or

Entrance Antiphon PPs 118:137,124

All: You are just, O Lord,
and your judgement is right;
treat your servant in accord with your
merciful love.

GREETING

Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen

Priest: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

All: And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

Priest:  Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred
mysteries.

All: I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that | have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words, in what |
have done and in what | have failed to do,

Striking your breast as you say:

through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore | ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,

and you, my brothers and sisters,

to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

All: Amen

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA

All: Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you, we bless you,

we adore you, we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,

receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
Lord, you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of
God the Father. Amen.

Priest: Let us pray.

Pause for silent prayer

Priest: O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons
and daughters, that those who believe in Christ
may receive true freedom
and an everlasting inheritance.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

All: Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Congregation Sits

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

33:7-9

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows, ‘Son
of man, | have appointed you as sentry to the House of
Israel. When you hear a word from my mouth, warn them
in my name. If | say to a wicked man: Wicked wretch, you
are to die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked man to
renounce his ways, then he shall die for his sin, but | will
hold you responsible for his death. If, however, you do
warn a wicked man to renounce his ways and repent, and
he does not repent, then he shall die for his sin, but you
yourself will have saved your life!

The word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

(R) 0 that today you would listen to his voice!
Harden not your hearts.

Ps 94:1-2.6-9.Rv.8

1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;
hail the rock who saves us.
Let us come before him, giving thanks,
with songs let us hail the Lord. (R)

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low;
let us kneel before the God who made us
for he is our God and we
the people who belong to his pasture,
the flock that is led by his hand. (R)

3. O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as on that day at Massah in the desert,
when your fathers put me to the test;
when they tried me, though they saw my work. (R)

SECOND READING

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

13.8-10

Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of mutual love. If
you love your fellow men you have carried out your
obligations. All the commandments: You shall not commit
adultery, you shall not kill, you shall not steal, you shall not
covet, and so on, are summed up in this single command:
You must love your neighbour as yourself. Love is the one
thing that cannot hurt your neighbour; that is why it is the
answer to every one of the commandments.

The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
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Congregation stands
ACCLAMATION In17:17

All: Alleluia, alleluia!
Your word is truth, O Lord,
consecrate us in the truth.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Priest:  The Lord be with you.

All: And with your spirit.
Priest:  Areading from the holy

Gospel according to Matthew 18:15-20
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother does something
wrong, go and have it out with him alone, between your
two selves. If he listens to you, you have won back your
brother. If he does not listen, take one or two others along
with you: the evidence of two or three witnesses is required
to sustain any charge. But if he refuses to listen to these,
report it to the community: and if he refuses to listen to the
community, treat him like a pagan or a tax collector.

‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth
shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose
on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.

‘I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you on
earth agree to ask anything at all, it will be granted to you
by my Father in heaven. For where two or three meet in
my name, | shall be there with them.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Congregation sits

HOMILY

Congregation stand

THE CREED

All: | believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made
For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

(bow your head up to the words ‘and became man’)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate, he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. | confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins and | look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Congregation sits

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Offertory Procession

The gifts of bread and wine which will become the Lord’s body
and blood are brought to the altar.

The celebrant raises the host on the paten saying:

Priest: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the bread we offer you:
fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
it will become for us the bread of life.

All: Blessed be God for ever.

The celebrant pours wine and a little water into the
chalice, saying quietly:

Priest: By the mystery of this water and wine
may we come to share in the divinity of Christ
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.

The celebrant then raises the chalice above the
altar and says:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,

for through your goodness we have received
the wine we offer you:

fruit of the vine and work of human hands,

it will become our spiritual drink.

All: Blessed be God for ever.
Bowing, the celebrant says quietly:

Priest:  With humble spirit and contrite heart
may we be accepted by you, O Lord,
and may our sacrifice in your sight this day
be pleasing to you, Lord God.

Then the celebrant washes his hands, saying quietly:

Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.

Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and
yours may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name, for our
good and the good of all his holy Church.
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PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

O God, who give us the gift of true prayer and of
peace, graciously grant that through this offering,
we may do fitting homage to your divine majesty
and, by partaking of the sacred mystery,

we may be faithfully united in mind and heart.
Through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER III

Priest:

Priest: The Lord be with you.

All: And with your spirit.

Priest:  Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: Itis right and just.

PREFACE (VI of Ordinary Time)
Priest: Itis truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For in you we live and move and have our being,
and while in this body we not only experience the
daily effects of your care,

but even now possess the pledge of life eternal.

For, having received the first fruits of the Spirit,
through whom you raised up Jesus from the dead,
we hope for an everlasting share in the Paschal
Mystery.

And so, with all the Angels, we praise you,
as in joyful celebration we acclaim:

ACCLAMATION

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Priest:  You are indeed Holy, O Lord,
and all you have created
rightly gives you praise,
for through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
by the power and working of the Holy Spirit,
you give life to all things and make them holy,
and you never cease to gather a people to yourself,
so that from the rising of the sun to its setting
a pure sacrifice may be offered to your name.

Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you:

by the same Spirit graciously make holy these gifts
we have brought to you for consecration,

that they may become the Body and + Blood

of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,

at whose command we celebrate these mysteries.

For on the night he was betrayed

he himself took bread,

and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,

broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Priest:

All:

Priest:

Priest:

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FORTHIS IS MY BODY
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

In a similar way, when supper was ended,
he took the chalice

and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM [T,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,

THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL
COVENANT, WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR
YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS
OF SINS.

DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
The mystery of faith.

Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate

the memorial of the saving Passion of your Son,
his wondrous Resurrection and Ascension into
heaven, and as we look forward to his second
coming, we offer you in thanksgiving this holy and
living sacrifice.

Look, we pray, upon the oblation of your Church
and, recognising the sacrificial Victim by whose
death you willed to reconcile us to yourself, grant
that we, who are nourished by the Body and Blood
of your Son and filled with his Holy Spirit, may
become one body, one spirit in Christ.

May he make of us an eternal offering to you,

so that we may obtain an inheritance with your
elect, especially with the most Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of God, with blessed Joseph, her spouse,
with your blessed Apostles and glorious

Martyrs with Saint Patrick and with all the Saints,
on whose constant intercession in your presence
we rely for unfailing help.

May this Sacrifice of our reconciliation, we pray,

O Lord, advance the peace and salvation of all the
world. Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity
your pilgrim Church on earth, with your servant
Leo our Pope and N our Bishop, the Order of
Bishops, all the clergy, and the entire people you
have gained for your own.

Listen graciously to the prayers of this family,
whom you have summoned before you:

in your compassion, O merciful Father,

gather to yourself all your children

scattered throughout the world.

To our departed brothers and sisters

and to all who were pleasing to you

at their passing from this life,

give kind admittance to your kingdom.

There we hope to enjoy for ever the fullness of
your glory through Christ our Lord, through whom
you bestow on the world all that is good.

Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
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all glory and honour is yours,
for ever and ever.
All: Amen.

Congregation stands

THE COMMUNION RITE

Priest: At the Saviour's command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

Priest:  Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days,
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin
and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

All: For the kingdom, the power and the glory
are yours now and for ever.

Priest:  Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles:
Peace | leave you, my peace | give you,
look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church,
and graciously grant her peace and unity
in accordance with your will.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
All: Amen.

Priest:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And with your spirit.

Priest:  May this mingling of the Body and Blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ bring eternal life to us who receive it.

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, grant us peace.

Congregation kneels

The celebrant says quietly:

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God,

who, by the will of the Father

and the work of the Holy Spirit,

through your Death gave life to the world,

free me by this, your most holy Body and Blood,
from all my sins and from every evil;

keep me always faithful to your commandments,
and never let me be parted from you.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

Priest:  May the Body of Christ
keep me safe for eternal life.

Priest:  May the Blood of Christ
keep me safe for eternal life.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Cf.Ps41:2-3

All: Like the deer that yearns for running streams,
so my soul is yearning for you, my God;
my soul is thirsting for God, the living God.

Purifying the chalice the celebrant says quietly:
What has passed our lips as food, O Lord,
may we possess in purity of heart,

that what has been given to us in time

may be our healing for eternity.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Congregation kneels

Priest:  Let us pray.
Grant that your faithful, O Lord,
whom you nourish and endow with life
through the food of your Word and heavenly
Sacrament, may so benefit from your beloved Son’s
great gifts that we may merit an eternal share in his
life. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

All: Amen

THE CONCLUDING RITES

Priest:  The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.

Priest: May the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
All: Amen

Priest:  And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
All: Amen

Then the celebrant, with hands joined and facing the people, says:

Priest:  Goin peace.
All: Thanks be to God.
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N~/ Weremember our beloved dead:
,——r:, RECENTLY DECEASED: Mona Mulholland: Ted Rooney.
IS FIRST ANNIVERSARY: Cathy McMullan
: ANNIVERSARIES: Pat Loughran: Matthew McKibben: Mary Wilson: Gerald (Gerry) McGrath:
: Fr Denis Newberry: Ernie Gordon: Elizabeth Gallagher: Michael McGann: Gerald & Sheila Kelly:
Hest I Fi=e Tommy Catney: Claire Fox: Magdalene Lagan.

THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR
Tuesday 8th September — The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Wednesday 9th September — St Ciaran, Abbot
Saturday 12 September — The Holy Name of Mary

INDIAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
Mass in Syro-Malabar Rite will be celebrated in St. Patrick’s Church at 3pm this afternoon, 6th September.

_.—Ld"

New Suzuki Method baby/
toddler class
Unique in Ireland
Q’m-rﬁ"& Suitable from birth- age 3
Friday 9:30 Parish Centre

CHILDREN'S LITURGY will commence again on
Sunday 13th September 2026 during 10am Mass.
This group welcomes all children from 4-11 years of
age (Primary 1 to Primary 7). Please note that you
must register your child/children BEFORE this date.
If you would like your child to be registered, there
will be a registration session on Sunday 6th
September before and after 10am Mass in the
Pastoral Centre. If a child has not been registered

they cannot attend. If you a|ready registered your “Bables who participated in the interactive music classes {Suzuki Baby/Toddler
Chl'd Iast year, you do not need classes) showed earlier sensitivity to the pitch structure in music. The non=
/ musical differences between the two groups of babies were even more
to re-register. Additionally, if you would like to be surprising, say researchers. Babies from the interactive classes showed better
part of our Children’s Liturgy Team of Volunteers R e o e
- ’ show istress with unfamifiar things.”
please contact the Parish Office. We look forward GoaniastKarl
to welcoming the children back in September. 07709495255 PIC*COLLAGE

Suzukl Method NI

SCRIPTURE GROUP resumes after our summer break on Tuesday 8th September .
We meet in the Parish Pastoral Centre every Tuesday 7:30 - 8:30 to study, discuss and reflect on the
Mass readings for the following weekend.

A YEAR OF IGNATIAN PRAYER 2026-2027 — BELFAST JESUIT CENTRE
There are a few places remaining on our immersive programme in Ignatian Spirituality, which returns on Saturday 26th
September; offering ten in person Saturdays (10am—-4pm) in the BJC and seven online Integrative Practice Pause Points
to support prayer, discernment and reflective living. Open to those new to Ignatian Spirituality and those seeking to
deepen their practice. Suggested donation: £200-£280. Bursaries available.
For dates and registration, please visit: https://belfastjesuitcentre.co.uk/a-year-of-ignatian-prayer-2026-2027/

THE CHOSEN - SEASON 2 AT THE BELFAST JESUIT CENTRE
Weekly screenings of The Chosen: Season 2 will take place each Friday at the Belfast Jesuit Centre. Tea/coffee at
10.45am, episode at 11.00am, followed by a reflective Examen and discussion. All are welcome; no registration required.
Episode dates: 4 Sept, 11 Sept, 18 Sept, 25 Sept, 2 Oct, 9 Oct, 16 Oct, 23rd October.
Contact: bjc@jesuit.ie | 07955 282371 | belfastjesuitcentre.co.uk

DAY RETREAT TO LOUGH DERG
Saturday 19th September

Leaving St Paul’s at 6.30am Returning to Paul’s at 7.30pm The day Includes bus, boat, tea & scones on arrival then a
light lunch and retreat. Price for Retreat is £45 plus the bus price determined on the uptake.
Telephone St Paul’s Parish Office on 028 90325034 Mon - Thurs.

BULLETIN NOTICES AND ANNIVERSARIES
Bulletin Notices should be with the Parish Office by 12 noon on Monday
to be included in the weekend bulletin.
Please note all emails to Parish Office should be addressed to -
lisburn@downandconnor.org
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DOWN AND CONNOR DIOCESAN TRUST
BELFAST JESUIT CENTRE
Vacancy “Pastoral Ministry Co-Ordinator”

The Pastoral Ministry Co-Ordinator will support the Director of the Belfast Jesuit Centre & Chaplain to the
Ulster University, Belfast. Full details relating to the vacancy can be found on the Diocesan website at
www.downandconnor.org clicking on the tab: Job Vacancies, also of the
Community NI website: belfastjesuitcentre.co.uk and nijob.com

THINKING ABOUT BECOMING CATHOLIC OR WANT TO DEEPEN YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE FAITH?

The Diocesan RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is a journey of faith, formation, and community for adults who
wish to explore the teachings of Jesus Christ and the Catholic Church. It is open to those who are not baptised, those
baptised in another Christian tradition, or Catholics who wish to reconnect with their faith.

The 2025-2026 programme begins on Wednesday 1st October and runs weekly from 6.30-8.00 pm at St Mary’s Hall,
Chapel Lane, Belfast. Sessions include prayer, teaching, discussion, and time for questions. Spouses, fiancés or friends
are welcome to attend alongside participants. All are welcome, whether you are exploring faith for the first time or
returning after some time away. To register or find out more, please email rcia@downandconnor.org

Catholic Men’s Retreat - Standing in the Breach
A Catholic Men'’s Retreat will take place at Portglenone Monastery on Saturday 19 September 2026, from 9am to Tpm.
The theme of the retreat is “It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).
The morning will include prayer, teaching, fellowship and men'’s testimonies, with Fr Eddie McGee as keynote speaker.
All' men are very welcome.
For further information, contact Thomas Carey on 07967 620435 or email sean@catholicminute.co.uk.

CALLED & GIFTED - DISCOVER YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS
Have you ever wondered how God might be working in your life, or what gifts He has given you to use for others?
Called and Gifted is a guided process to help you discern the Spiritual gifts you received at your Baptism, and how God
is calling you to use them.
We invite you to journey with others to discover:
+ Who God is calling you to be: How the Holy Spirit is at work in your life
- The unique gifts you have been given to share with others.

Where?

« 120 Cliftonville Road, Belfast When? Saturday 26 Sept, 9.30am-4pm: Wednesday 21st Oct, 7pm-9pm:
Wednesday 4th Nov, 7pm-9pm: Wednesday 18th Nov, 7pm-9pm: Saturday 5th Dec, 9.30am-4pm
» Cost: £50 per person

Attendance on all training dates is required. This training involves the use of online resources so requires access to a
laptop, tablet or smartphone and a basic level of digital skills. Please click on the link to register to attend by 11 Sept
2026. Chttps://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/EbEJb01BDs If you require further information, please contact us at:

email: pathwaystothefuture@downandconnor.org Tel: (028) 9069 0920.

o COFFEE MORNING
’&!,ﬁ* In aid of the Anthony Nolan Appeal on Sunday 13th September 10.30am - 1.30pm. Everyone welcome.

ST PATRICK'S GAC
Senior Ladies started off their Championship with an emphatic win. Next up for them is the short trip to Davitt Park to
take on Davitts this evening ( Sun 6th September) with throw in at 6pm.

Last weekend we had the wonderful "Festival of Football" which saw around 400 children from 15 different clubs take
part in an underage tournament. Congratulations to U10.5 St Patrick's team who won the Cup.
Commiserations to the U8.5 St Patrick's team who were runners up.

Congratulations are also due to the U16 girls team who recently won the league.

This was a fantastic achievement for the girls and management team - Well done.

Lord, may everything we do this day
begin with your blessing and continue with your help.
May everything we say this day begin with your love
and continue with your grace.
May everything we plan this day begin with your inspiration
and continue with your peace.
So that throughout our lives all that we begin in you may be happily ended,
all that we fail to do may by you be mercifully mended,
and all that we seek though you may by you be lovingly attended. Amen.
Prayer Trust.
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THE EYE CLINIC Renewal this year?
Hillibowgh - Siclera Annual renewal prices are

up by as much as 150%

« Doctor Colum Rooney
= Specialising in early glaucoma detection
= Red eye clinic for emergency appts

= Punctal plugs for dry eye conditions
= Private and NHS welcome
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Lisburn's carpet,
furniture, rug and
flooring superstore!

View our wide range nrt

equipment including
chainsaws,

leaf blowers, GET voujn,
log splitters etc... 050
Mon-Sat: 9am to 5.30pm 5 yoar wamanty with any Echa product

Late Might Thursday toe S3pm
{Furniture & Rugs Only)

Manday - Friday £ 30am - 5.30pm
Saturday S - 1pm
1 White Ficrw, Ballydown, Banbridge

028 4066 2252

. 42-56 Chapel Hill, Liaburna .
Tel: 028 92 66 3587

» Funeral Directors
» Memorial Masons
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